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Agenda
Contact Officer: Steven Corrigan, Democratic Services Manager

Tel: 01235 422532

E-mail: steven.corrigan@southandvale.gov.uk 

Date: 21 October 2019 

Website: www.southoxon.gov.uk

A MEETING OF THE

Community Governance and Electoral 
Issues Committee

WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2019  AT 6.30 PM

MEETING ROOM 1, 135 EASTERN AVENUE, MILTON PARK, MILTON, 
ABINGDON, OXFORDSHIRE, OX14 4SB

Members of the Committee:

David Bartholomew
Peter Dragonetti

Maggie Filipova-Rivers
Mocky Khan

Lynn Lloyd
David Turner

Substitutes
Anna Badcock
Pieter-Paul Barker
Sue Cooper
Sam Casey-Rerhaye

Lorraine Hillier
George Levy
Axel Macdonald
Jo Robb

Ian Snowdon
Celia Wilson

Alternative formats of this publication are available on request.  These 
include large print, Braille, audio, email and easy read. For this or any 
other special requirements (such as access facilities) please contact 
the officer named on this agenda.  Please give as much notice as 
possible before the meeting.
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1 Election of chairman  

To elect a chairman of the committee for the remainder of the 2019/20 municipal 
year.

2 Appointment of vice-chairman  

To appoint a vice-chairman of the committee for the remainder of the 2019/20 
municipal year.

3 Apologies for absence  

4 Minutes  (Pages 4 - 5)

To adopt and sign as a correct record the Community Governance and Electoral 
Issues Committee minutes of the meeting held on 27 November 2018 - attached.  

5 Declarations of interest  

To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of items on 
the agenda for this meeting.  

6 Urgent business and chairman's announcements  

To receive notification of any matters which the chairman determines should be 
considered as urgent business and the special circumstances which have made the 
matters urgent, and to receive any announcements from the chairman.

7 Public participation  

To receive any questions or statements from members of the public that have 
registered to speak.  

8 Report of the Returning Officer on the delivery of the May 
2019 district and parish elections  (Pages 6 - 11)

To consider the report of the returning officer – attached.

9 Polling district and polling places review  (Pages 12 - 25)

To consider the report of the head of legal and democratic on proposals for polling 
districts and polling places following a periodic review required by the Electoral 
Registration and Administration Act 2013 - attached. 

10 District wide community governance review  

South Oxfordshire District Council undertook a district wide review of parish 
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arrangements in 2013/14 with Council agreeing changes at its meeting in July 2014. 
This committee undertook a number of further reviews in response to further 
requests from parish councils, with any agreed changes implemented prior to the 
2019 elections. 

A community governance review (CGR) is a review carried out by a principal council 
of the whole or part of its area. The aim is to look at one or more of:

 the creation, merging or abolition of parishes 
 the naming of parishes 
 the style of parishes (for example town, village, community) 
 the electoral arrangements for parishes (for example size of parish councils, 

number of councillors, warding arrangements) 

District council wards and county council divisions cannot be altered in a community 
governance order. However, a request may be made to the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England to carry out a review for changes to district or 
county boundaries as a result of a local CGR.

At its meeting on 30 October 2017 this committee agreed “that the council 
undertakes a community governance review every four years with changes agreed 
for implementation at the next scheduled parish elections”. In line with this resolution 
committee is invited to agree that a district wide community governance review is 
commenced in 2020.

RECOMMENDATION:

That officers submit a timetable for a community governance review to this 
committee for a review to commence in Spring 2020.

MARGARET REED

Head of Legal and Democratic 


